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The Jewish Encyclopedia
Volume X
New York™and London
Funk and Wagnalls Company 1905
8. 93

Characteristics of Ancient Hebrew Poetry

(1) Ancieht Hebrew Peoetry contains no rine.

AT Ol ay LW 3 Ecelesiasticus 4.6} sl Ecclus (V)
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Hast thou a wife ? abominat her not

Hast thou a hated wife ? taust not in her.
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Although the first song mentioned above ( Ex.X.V.1. et seq )
contains assonence at the ends of the lines, as in eanwehu» and

earomemuhus (ib. verse 2) such cosonance of «hus (him) can
uot well be avioded in Hebrew because many pronouns are
affixed to words. Furthermore, rime occurs only as sporadically
in Hebrew poems as mi Shakespeare : e.g. in «thing» and <king»
at the end of the second act of « Hamelt». There is no poem
in the old Testan ent with a final rime in every line, although
Bellerman (Versuch iiber die metrik der Hebrier 1813, P. 210)
aliuder to an exception, meaning probably Ps cxxxvi., the rime
throughout the poem coumsists only in the frequent repetition of
the word <hasdo». H. Grimome has stated in his article» Durch-
gereimte Gedicte im A.T. (in Bardenlewer’s «Bible Studies» 1901,
Vi. 1, 2» that such poems sre represented by Ps. xlv, liv., and
Sirach ( Ecclus, <1* xliv.—14, but he regards the consonance of
final consonants as rime, e.g., <ozneks and <ahiks Ps. x Lv. 11)
while rime proper demands ot least the assonance of the

preceding vowel.
o3 ol oal ) 5555 e by Al fd-l by b el i
Jehudah Balléwi 3l 1o oy 6o dd 011G uds L

( ¢ 1YY0 <)Judah ben Solemon Harizi L‘.};}' -‘3‘-.’((\ V¢. &)
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(1) Ecelus. (Sirach). Ecelsiasticus. )
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Hartmann, Martin: Die hebriische Verskunst, Berlin 1894
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The Word Troubadour is a French Form of the Occitanian
Trobador, accusative singular of trobaire, qoet, From trobar, to
Find, to invent, cF. Ir, trouvére, A troubadour, then, was one
Who Invented new poems, Finding new Verse Forms For bis

elaborate lyrics.
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